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NATIONAL PARKS — EXPLORATION AND MINING 

414. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 
I refer to The Sunday Times article on page 21 of 9 May 2010 entitled “National parks threat”. 

(1) Has the minister’s office or the Department of Mines and Petroleum been discussing exploration and/or 
mining in national parks? 

(2) If yes to (1), were those discussions internal or did they extend to other agencies, ministers or industry 
representatives? 

(3) If yes to (1) and (2), with whom did those discussions take place and on which dates? 

(4) If yes to (1), were those discussions limited to national parks or did they cover other areas of the 
conservation estate? 

(5) If yes to (1), did those discussions cover exploratory drilling? 

(6) What is the interpretation of “mining” under section 8 of the Mining Act 1978? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. I indicate that there is no threat to national parks that I am 
aware of. 

(1)–(5) The previous state government applied a policy that prohibited access for mineral and petroleum 
exploration and extraction in national parks and class A nature reserves. 

In early 2009, I received legal advice to the effect that this policy unlawfully fetters the exercise of 
ministerial discretion clearly provided for in the relevant legislation. Under this legislation, mineral or 
petroleum exploration may be permitted within these reserves, but only with the concurrence of the 
Minister for Environment, who may impose strict environmentally protective conditions on such 
exploration, or may refuse to concur with any exploration. The legislation also provides that no mining 
lease or general purpose lease shall be granted in these reserves unless the grant is consented to by both 
houses of Parliament. 

As a consequence of the conflict between the policy and the Mining Act, I have held discussions with a 
range of stakeholders to ascertain whether any change is necessary to the policy or to the act. No 
decision has been made to make any change. 

(6) Section 8 of the Mining Act 1978 defines “mining” as including fossicking, prospecting and exploring 
for minerals, and mining operations. 

 


